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Law. Somehow or other I do not feel as though I would
make a good lawyer, although I meet with but little
difficulty in mastering the necessary book knowledge.
Yet not being naturally fitted for public speaking, and
my education being such as to give me almost a con-
tempt for the bombast and stuff that form the chief con-
stituents of Modern Oratory, it would not seem that my
prospect in that quarter were very brilliant; yet honesty
and industry could not but secure a competence. ..."

"FoBT MOULTBIE, S. C., September 17, 1844.
". . . Rumor too says that there is a decided war
spirit at Washington caused by a late message from
Texas and a report that England is supplying Mexico
with arms and munitions of war to enable her to capt-
ure Texas. Newspapers have been crying war so
much that nobody will believe them when there is real
danger. Should there be the least foundation for such
reports, they will soon be made public, and if any
movement of troops is made in consequence, ours will
surely go to Galveston. But it is all surmise as yet,
and I do not believe there is a shadow of chance for so
fortunate a war. War as such is to be deprecated, but
if it is necessary for the interests or honor of the country
of course I may with perfect propriety rejoice at the
opportunity of being able to practice what in peace we
can only profess. But I never believe that we are to
have a war that costs money. Our Government talks
and bullies a good deal, but when they talk of money
they are frightened. Without it, war cannot be carried           fiitfs gorgeously
